REMARKS 

Claims 1-57 are pending. A Final Office Action mailed May 30, 2006 rejected Claims 1- 
57 under 35 U.S.C. § 103. By way of this amendment, Applicant hereby amends Claims 16 and 
44. Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.116, Applicant hereby respectfully requests reconsideration of the 
application. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

The Office Action states that the terminal disclaimer to allowed application US Serial 
No. 09/775,455 is accepted and had been recorded. The Office Action further notes that the 
application/patent being disclaimed with respect to the current rejection has been improperly 
identified since the number used to identify the patent being disclaimed is incorrect. The correct 
number is 09/454,924, US Patent 6,304,800. 

Applicant respectfully traverses this observation. Applicant presents that the only 
Ishihara et al. reference that was cited was included in a PTO-892 included with the Office 
Action that was mailed January 17, 2006. That PTO-892 indicated that Ishihara has the 
Publication No. US-2001/0052562. This publication number corresponds to US Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/775,455. Applicant submits that there are no other information 
disclosure statements or PTO-892 forms that cite Ishihara et al. US Serial No. 09/454,924, now 
US Patent No. 6,304,800. 

Therefore, Applicant is under the understanding that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 
is in reference to Ishihara et al. US Patent Application Serial No. 09/775,455. If the cited Ishihara 
et al. reference was for US Patent No. 6,304,800, this is the first notice that the Applicant has 
received of such a citation. 
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Rejection of Claims under 35 USC § 103 

The Office Action rejected Claims 1-57 as being unpatentable over Ishihara et al. 
(hereinafter "Ishihara"). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Applicant refers to the previously submitted terminal disclaimer thereby rendering this 
rejection moot. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that all of the claims of the pending application are now in 
condition for allowance over the cited references. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests 
withdrawal of the rejections, allowance, and early passage through issuance. If the Examiner has 
any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the Applicant's agent listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Black Lowe & Graham pu - c 

Michael S. Smith 
Registration No. 39,563 
Direct Dial: 206.749.9888 
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